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§219.50

Watershed condition. The state of a
watershed based on physical and bio-
geochemical characteristics and proc-
esses.

Wild and scenic river. A river des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System
that was established in the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (16 U.S.C. 1271
(note), 1271-1287).

Wilderness. Any area of land des-
ignated by Congress as part of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System
that was established in the Wilderness
Act of 1964 (16 U.S.C. 1131-1136).

[77 FR 21260, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77
FR 44145, July 27, 2012]

Subpart B—Pre-Decisional
Administrative Review Process

§219.50 Purpose and scope.

This subpart establishes a pre-
decisional administrative review (here-
inafter referred to as objection) process
for plans, plan amendments, or plan re-
visions. This process gives an indi-
vidual or entity an opportunity for an
independent Forest Service review and
resolution of issues before the approval
of a plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision. This subpart identifies who may
file objections to a plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision; the responsibil-
ities of the participants in an objec-
tion; and the procedures that apply to
the review of the objection.

§219.51 Plans, plan amendments, or
plan revisions not subject to objec-
tion.

(a) A plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision is not subject to objection
when the responsible official receives
no substantive formal comments
(§219.62) on that proposal during the
opportunities for public comment
(§219.53(a)).

(b) Plans, plan amendments, or plan
revisions proposed by the Secretary of
Agriculture or the Under Secretary for
Natural Resources and Environment
are not subject to the procedures set
forth in this section. A decision by the
Secretary or Under Secretary con-
stitutes the final administrative deter-
mination of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
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(c) A plan, plan amendment, or plan
revision is not subject to objection
under this subpart if another adminis-
trative review process is used con-
sistent with §219.59.

(d) When a plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision is not subject to objec-
tion under this subpart, the responsible
official shall include an explanation
with the signed decision document.

§219.52 Giving notice of a plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision sub-
ject to objection before approval.

(a) The responsible official shall dis-
close during the NEPA scoping process
and in the appropriate NEPA docu-
ments that the proposed plan, plan
amendment, or plan revision is subject
to the objection procedures in this sub-
part. This disclosure is in addition to
the public notice that begins the objec-
tion filing period, as required at
§219.16. When a responsible official
chooses to use the objection process of
this subpart for a plan, plan amend-
ment, or plan revision process initiated
before the effective date of this rule,
notice that the objection process will
be used must be given prior to an op-
portunity to provide substantive for-
mal comment on a proposed plan, plan
amendment, or revision and associated
environmental analysis.

(b) The responsible official shall
make available the public notice for
the beginning of the objection period
for a plan, plan amendment, or plan re-
vision (§219.16(a)(3)) to those who have
requested the environmental docu-
ments or are eligible to file an objec-
tion consistent with §219.53.

(c) The content of the public notice
for the beginning of the objection pe-
riod for a plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision before approval
(§219.16(a)(3)) must:

(1) Inform the public of the avail-
ability of the plan, plan amendment, or
plan revision, the appropriate final en-
vironmental documents, the draft plan
decision document, and any relevant
assessment or monitoring evaluation
report; the commencement of the ob-
jection filing period under 36 CFR part
219 Subpart B; and the process for ob-
jecting. The documents in this para-
graph will be made available online at
the time of public notice.
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